
JUNIOR PARENT & STUDENT NIGHT:
Postsecondary Education Planning

Welcome!

HMHS
Counseling Department

https://counseling.haddonfieldschools.org/

December 8, 2025 
6:30 pm



Contact Information
HMHS Counseling Staff

HMHS 10-12 Counselors:

Elizabeth Cranston
ecranston@haddonfield.k12.nj.us 

Steve Fluharty
sfluharty@haddonfield.k12.nj.us 

Jeff Holman
jholman@haddonfield.k12.nj.us 

Mary Kate Walsh
mwalsh@haddonfield.k12.nj.us 

Freshman Counselor:
Bill Seaman

wseaman@haddonfield.k12.nj.us

Counseling Administrative 
Assistant:

Tina Bozine
tbozine@haddonfield.k12.nj.us 

mailto:ecranston@haddonfield.k12.nj.us
mailto:sfluharty@haddonfield.k12.nj.us
mailto:jholman@haddonfield.k12.nj.us
mailto:mwalsh@haddonfield.k12.nj.us
mailto:wseaman@haddonfield.k12.nj.us
mailto:tbozine@haddonfield.k12.nj.us


Goals of Tonight’s Meeting

★ Seek Unified effort
○ Student, Parent, and Counselor

★ Review
○ Naviance Student
○ Counseling Department Website
○ Postsecondary Education Planning Guide

■ Linked in the 11th grade section of the HMHS 
Counseling Department Website

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14um0YS70ugmT4PoseRTTmoKbpZe7J6cgPn-eh7OsUa0/edit?tab=t.0


Mary Kate Walsh



Naviance Student
A Resource for College and Career Planning

● Access Naviance through HMHS Website under “Students” tab

● Log in to Naviance using the student’s email address and password

https://high.haddonfieldschools.org/


HMHS Website



Naviance Student
Homepage

Links to Colleges I’m 
Thinking About & 
Colleges I’m 
Applying To

Tabs for 
Self-Discovery, 
Careers, & Colleges



Naviance Student
Helpful Links

Links to helpful resources

Found on the right side of 
the Naviance Home page



Naviance Student
College Search

Search Criteria: 
Location, 
Admission, Majors, 
Etc. 



Naviance Student
College List

Saved list of
“Colleges I’m Thinking About”



Naviance Student
College Page

Can help students 
determine if school 
is an academic 
safety/match/reach



Naviance Student
College Page (Continued)



Naviance Student
Scattergrams

GPA

Test 
Scores



Naviance Student
Resume



College List/Data Organization

Link: College Application Organizer

Families have access to this template to add college-related 
information during your search process.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10nH_S3O0xOtfrCt4-Oqp1wvasWPf4YPrGi028C9ve_E/copy?usp=sharing


Steve Fluharty



Counseling Department Activities

★ HMHS College Fair - 
September

★ College Representatives Visit 
HMHS

★ PSAT/NMSQT - October

★ PSAT/NMSQT Results - Late 
October

★ Junior Parent & Student Night 
- December

★ NJGPA - Graduation 
Requirement - March

Junior Year



Counseling Department Activities
(Continued)

★ Individualized Naviance Review, College Search, & Planning 
Session: Late November - Ongoing into senior year

★ Course-Selection Conference: Beginning mid-February (review 
four-year Personal Learning Plan, which includes graduation / college 
admissions requirements, testing, extracurricular / volunteer 
activities, summer programs / jobs, etc.)



Counseling Department Activities
(Continued)

★ April 2026: Counselors meet with 11th grade in large-group 
setting:
○ Common Application

■ Create and activate account
○ Senior Information Sheet & Resume

■ Late Spring (available in Naviance)
○ Parent Information Sheet

■ Late Spring (available in Naviance)
○ Teacher Letters of Recommendation Requests



Counseling Department Activities
(Continued)

★ Senior College Admissions Workshop
○ August 2026 - Dates are TBA

■ Goal of workshop is to provide information and support 
that students will need to make progress in their 
college-application process before the school year begins. 

■ ALERT:  This is a do-not-miss event! 



Testing
ACT/SAT & Test Optional

Upcoming Dates:
★ SAT:

○ March 14, May 2, June 6, 
August 15, September 12, 
October 3

★ ACT:
○ February 14, April 11, June 13, 

July 11, September TBA

Test Prep:
★ Khan Academy Digital Test 

Prep
★ Test Prep & Tutoring List

Test-Optional:
★ Fair Test

https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mgcQqqW-yV-fFoV0PXrXjHNoFdwvld-e0j57OfWq7nQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://fairtest.org/


Test Scores
Things to Consider When Deciding on Sending Scores

Ultimately, the question to ask is if and how 
SAT/ACT scores fit into the overall context of a 
student’s application. 
➢ Do scores strengthen a student’s application? 
➢ Do scores reflect consistency of the student’s 

academic performance? 
➢ Do scores indicate standardized testing is not a 

student's strong suit?

Students should evaluate test scores in the context of their 
own application, their school, and any other applicable 
factors in determining whether they should submit those 
scores.

When students are 
making their decision, 
it can be helpful to look 
at the middle 50% 
ranges listed by the 
school. Please note the 
data provided is 
typically the middle 
50% range of only 
students who 
submitted SAT/ACT 
scores.



Testing Recommendation

It is highly recommended 
to complete your testing by 

September 2026 to meet 
October 15th and 

November 1st application 
deadlines. 



Upcoming Local College Fair
Focus on Your Future College Fair

Date: March 18, 2026

Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Location: Camden County College



In-Person/Virtual College Fair Options 

Strive Scan

College Fairs - Click Here

NACAC National College 
Fairs

In-Person & Virtual Options

Click Here

National Portfolio Day

Meet with admission team members, and 
faculty from accredited art and design schools  
for free portfolio reviews
Click Here

https://www.strivescan.com/
https://www.nacacnet.org/nacac-college-fairs/
https://nationalportfolioday.org/


Jeff Holman



Summer 2026
★ Jobs
★ Academic Programs
★ Community Service
★ Sports, Music Camps
★ College Visits
★ Applications, Essays
★ SAT/ACT Prep
★ Independent Reading



Application Options

❖ Regular Decision
❖ Early Decision I and II
❖ Early Action
❖ Restrictive/Single Choice Early Action
❖ Rolling
❖ Priority

Be mindful 
of 

deadlines!





Admissions Criteria

➢ Grades
➢ Strength of Courses
➢ Test Scores
➢ Applications and Essays
➢ Interviews
➢ Extracurricular Activities/Community Service



Admissions Criteria
Continued

➢ Jobs
➢ Recommendations - Counselors, Teachers, Others
➢ HMHS’s School Profile
➢ Geographic & Other Considerations - Diversity (for 

example, University of Michigan) 
➢ Additional Criteria - Portfolio, Auditions
➢ Demonstrated Interest

https://admissions.umich.edu/apply/first-year-applicants/selection-process


Application Process: Responsibilities
Teacher

❖ Transcripts
❖ Recommendations
❖ School Profile
❖ School Report Forms
❖ First-Quarter Grades 

(optional)
❖ Midyear Reports
❖ Final Reports

❏ Applications
❏ Requirements & Deadlines
❏ Essays
❏ Test Scores
❏ Teacher Recommendation 

Requests (in-person and 
through Naviance)

❏ Transcript Requests 
(Naviance)

➢ Recommendations

➢ Evaluation Forms

Student Counselor



Elizabeth Cranston



Major
Choosing A College Major

Focus on interests, passions, strengths, and values 
Review Career Assessments in Naviance:

Personality 
Career Interest Profiler
Career Cluster Finder

Identify majors that relate to these interests
Review performance in academic courses for 
identifying strength areas

Practical Exercise:  Searching for a major
1. Look at majors list at colleges of interest
2. Select majors of interest from list and 

investigate the major website
3. Review Major Curriculum - understand the 

courses you will take to fulfill the degree 
requirements

How to research specific major 
requirements

Conduct research to fully understand each college’s individual 
requirements for admissions: 

Review Admissions Website
Ask / Email Visiting Admissions Representatives
Ask Questions at Tour/Open House

Examples:
– Villanova University:  Requirements
– Rowan University:  Requirements
– Rutgers University:  Requirements
– University of Delaware: Requirements

https://www1.villanova.edu/content/university/undergraduate-admission/applying-to-villanova/first-year-applicants.html
https://admissions.rowan.edu/admissions-process/freshman-requirements/high-school-transcripts.html
https://admissions.rutgers.edu/apply/how-we-make-decisions#tab=panel-3
https://www.udel.edu/apply/undergraduate-admissions/requirements/#requirements


Determining College Major for College 
Applications

 Decisions, Decisions

Selecting a major on 
applications can be very  

IMPORTANT and impact your 
admissions decision

¨Undecided” is one of most 
popular majors at many colleges

If you select ¨Undecided,” be aware 
of the process and possibility of 
declaring desired major at later 
time

Students may select different majors 
for different schools, depending on 

admissions criteria

DO YOUR RESEARCH and know what it 
means to apply to one school versus 

another with your major

Selectivity of the major:  
Some majors - engineering, business, nursing, computer science - are 
more competitive than general admissions.

Consider:
Whether you are comfortable applying to a more selective program.
If the school allows you to easily switch majors later on (varies widely 
by college).

BIG QUESTION:  EVERY school is different
Does the school admit students by specific 
major, or is the major simply used as an 
interest area while admissions decisions 
are made overall? 

How could that distinction affect my 
chances?



Exploring & Connecting with Colleges

Visit Options: In-Person & Virtual

Information Sessions, Campus 
Tours, Discussion Groups/Chats, 
Academic Sessions, Interviews

College Admissions 
Representatives: 

HMHS Visits - FALL

Find your Admissions Counselor:

Example:
James Madison University

★ Focus on what is important to you – Find your “Fit”
★ Explore the campus: “hidden gems”
★ Listen closely to your tour guide:  Ask questions
★ Connect with current students
★ Start touring anytime:  in person & virtually
★ Campus Visits - Spring Break, Summer, Fall

● 30 Questions To Ask 
During A College Visit

● 60 Questions to Ask 
on Your College Tour

https://www.jmu.edu/admissions/contact/counselors/index.shtml
https://s.niche.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/college-visit-printables-30things-1.pdf?mkt_tok=ODI5LU9DVS02MzMAAAGWyy5qkRpjOaq9eTB0_Y6MDBIDPVItgQd77YLom9Ng_kfaNrQ1STuBOD9-PHvHnyFyxOMqxpxq1CvWDDdwCGG8JeAZ3IhbwuFl8XZg4voZwZA
https://s.niche.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/college-visit-printables-30things-1.pdf?mkt_tok=ODI5LU9DVS02MzMAAAGWyy5qkRpjOaq9eTB0_Y6MDBIDPVItgQd77YLom9Ng_kfaNrQ1STuBOD9-PHvHnyFyxOMqxpxq1CvWDDdwCGG8JeAZ3IhbwuFl8XZg4voZwZA
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/questions-to-ask-on-a-college-tour
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/questions-to-ask-on-a-college-tour


College Advice & Resources  
How to be a Strong Applicant

University of Richmond statement with the release of Fall 2024 
admissions decisions: Email to counselors sent on 3/14/24

“With over 16,000 applications from highly qualified students, 
this year’s pool reflects the largest and highest academic profile 
in University history – and the students are simply amazing. We 
wish we could deliver good news to them all!”

“So which applicants stood out in a sea of excellence? Students 
with high levels of impactful engagement in the community. Not 
just those who participate, but those who lead or have sustained 
contributions over multiple years; a spark of creativity and 
ingenuity in the essays; those who demonstrate a passion for 
community service, environmental sustainability, equity and 
inclusion — values that align with our mission and Spider values.”

Johns Hopkins Links:  
https://apply.jhu.edu/college-planning-guide/preparing-for-college/
https://apply.jhu.edu/college-planning-guide/
https://apply.jhu.edu/hopkins-insider/

Fordham University Link: 
https://www.fordham.edu/how-to-apply-to-college-a-step-by-step-guide/

UPENN Applying to College 101: 
https://admissions.upenn.edu/how-to-apply/resources-programs/applying-to-college-10
1

Bentley University: 
https://www.bentley.edu/undergraduate/school-counselors-resources

https://apply.jhu.edu/college-planning-guide/preparing-for-college/
https://apply.jhu.edu/college-planning-guide/
https://apply.jhu.edu/hopkins-insider/
https://www.fordham.edu/how-to-apply-to-college-a-step-by-step-guide/
https://admissions.upenn.edu/how-to-apply/resources-programs/applying-to-college-101
https://admissions.upenn.edu/how-to-apply/resources-programs/applying-to-college-101
https://www.bentley.edu/undergraduate/school-counselors-resources


Do Your Homework!!! and…READ
Know the ins and outs - EXAMPLES

Carnegie Mellon University:  Uses sophomore/junior years to recalculate GPA            

Auburn University:  Applicants with less than a 3.6 GPA are ineligible to apply as test- optional

University of Michigan:  Business School requires an admissions portfolio

University of Georgia: Institutional goal of enrolling class is roughly 80% in-state and 20% out-of-state

University of Tennessee:  All first-year undergraduate students are required to self-report their ACT or SAT scores as part of their application for admission.

Florida State Schools:  All schools require test scores for admissions

Reporting SAT/ACT: Self-report OR required to send directly from testing agency?

GPA Recalculation - Do colleges recalculate your GPA and if so - how?

U of South Carolina:  Requires students to upload transcript into Common App

UMASS: Amherst - out of EA - decisions are Accept, Deny, Waitlist - No Deferral

Wake Forest: Early Action is for first-generation students only; Early Decision I applicants hear back on a rolling basis



Financial Aid
Mark your calendar:   Financial Aid Meeting in September 2026 

Financial Aid Forms: 

➢ FEDERAL AID:
FAFSA (FAFSA Website):  2027/2028 Form

Available to file (Class of 2027): October 2026 Use 
Tax Return - Prior-Prior Year: 2025

➢ INSTITUTIONAL AID
CSS Profile (College Board Website) 

Not all schools require - only file if required by individual 
school

Types of Aid:

➢ Merit-Based Aid: Scholarships
Part of the admissions review process

➢ Need-Based Aid: Grants, Loans, Work-Study:
Determined by FAFSA

Tool to help determine financial scope of a school:
Net Price Calculator - via school website

EXAMPLE:  Boston College Net Price Calculator

➔ FAFSA is a GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 
for the State of NJ

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://npc.collegeboard.org/app/bc


Scholarships
DO YOUR RESEARCH - EARLY

➔ Local Scholarships 
(available December 2026) 
- FAFSA Required

PUT IN THE TIME  

➔ School Special Interest 
Scholarships -
school website

REVIEW WEBSITES FREQUENTLY

➔ Scholarship Search 
Engines and 
Resources:

Go Merry Scholarship Owl Fastweb Sallie Mae

Appily Scholarships.com Scholly Peterson's

Niche Unigo Raise Me

Big Future Scholarships (The College Board) *Naviance also offers scholarship information & search engines. 

https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://scholarshipowl.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/college-scholarships/
https://www.appily.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://myscholly.com/
https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships
https://www.raise.me/
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-scholarships


College Research Resources
College Compare Website:  College Simply 
https://www.collegesimply.com/

Common Data Set:  Google:   [Name of College] Common Data Set
Document with statistics and valuable information on nearly every 4-year 
college and university in the US.
Example:  Fairfield University Common Data Set 
https://fairfield.edu/about/offices-and-departments/institutional-research
/common-data-sets/index.html

College Scorecard: Dept of Education - 
Search & Compare Colleges
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/

Book:  The College Finder: Choose the School 
That’s Right for You 
Guidebook:  Fiske Guide to Colleges

Research Brief - Challenge Success: A “Fit” over 
Rankings:  Why College Engagement Matters More 
Than Selectivity

https://challengesuccess.org/resources/a-fit-over-ran
kings-why-college-engagement-matters-more-than-sel
ectivity/

College Essay Guy: 
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/

UPENN:  College Research Worksheets
A Guide to Navigating Your College 
Search 

Instagram:  The College Navigator

https://www.collegesimply.com/
https://fairfield.edu/about/offices-and-departments/institutional-research/common-data-sets/index.html
https://fairfield.edu/about/offices-and-departments/institutional-research/common-data-sets/index.html
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://challengesuccess.org/resources/a-fit-over-rankings-why-college-engagement-matters-more-than-selectivity/
https://challengesuccess.org/resources/a-fit-over-rankings-why-college-engagement-matters-more-than-selectivity/
https://challengesuccess.org/resources/a-fit-over-rankings-why-college-engagement-matters-more-than-selectivity/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://admissions.upenn.edu/how-to-apply/resources-programs/search-guides?utm_campaign=counselors-cy26&utm_content=app-visit-resources&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate
https://admissions.upenn.edu/how-to-apply/resources-programs/search-guides?utm_campaign=counselors-cy26&utm_content=app-visit-resources&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate


Final Thoughts
Parent Perspective

★ Work as a team, but let 
your student take the lead

★ Keep lines of 
communication open

★ Manage the college list 
realistically:  Reach, 
Match, Safe/Likely

★ Schedule time in advance 
★ Guide towards the best fit

★ Be flexible & supportive
★ Encourage openness to 

the process
★ Listen
★ Start EARLY
★ Have fun and enjoy the 

journey!!



Thank you for attending 
Junior Parent & Student Night

Class of 2027


